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RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Building upon a strong background in quantitative comparative sociology, I engage in research on 
societal and individual quality-of-life. In the past couple of years I have conducted third-party 
funded cross-national research on the nexus between inequality, well-being, and social cohesion. 
I have widely published on issues of trust, social cohesion, subjective well-being and 
Europeanization in leading journals, including American Sociological Review, European 
Sociological Review, and Social Indicators Research. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2015 - present  Full Professor (W3) of Macro-Sociology, Institute of Social Sciences and History, 
Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

2011 - 2014  Associate Professor of Sociology, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Jacobs University Bremen  

2006 - 2011  Assistant Professor of Sociology, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
International/Jacobs University Bremen 

2001 - 2006 Lecturer at Freie Universität Berlin, Institute for Sociology 
2003 - 2006  Senior Researcher, Unit Inequality and Social Integration, Social Science 

Research Centre Berlin (WZB) 
1998 - 2003  Junior Researcher, Unit Social Structure and Social Reporting, Social Science 

Research Centre Berlin (WZB) 

EDUCATION 

2000  PhD in Sociology (Dr. Phil.), Freie Universität Berlin 
1995-1998  PhD program in Comparative Sociology, Freie Universität Berlin 
1995 Diplom in Sociology, Otto Friedrich University Bamberg 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE (SELECTION) 

External evaluator: for German and Dutch science foundations (DFG, NOW). Leading functions: 
Board of Directors, International Society for Quality of Life Studies (ISQOLS); Speaker of the 
section Social Indicators of the German Sociological Association. Editorships: Journal of Happiness 
Studies, Associate Editor and Co Editor, 2011-2016. Ad hoc reviewer for some 30 academic journals 

GRANTS (SINCE 2012) AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2016 - 2018 Modernization and Trust in China, Cooperation Grant German-Hong Kong, German 
Research Foundation (DFG) 

2015 – 2018 Project Inequality, Status Anxiety, and Quality-of-Life, German Research Foundation 
(DFG), PI 

2012 - 2019 Project Cross-Border Interactions and Transnational Identities, German Research 
Foundation (DFG), PI 

2011 - 2016 Cohesion Radar (several projects), Bertelsmann Foundation, Co-PI 

  

 



Awards (Selection) 

 Nominated as “Professor of the Year” (UNICUM magazine, Germany), 2018 
 Research Fellow Award, International Society for Quality of Life Studies (ISQOLS), 2016 
 Best paper award 2010, Social Indicators Research 
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